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USED EYEGLASSES COLLECTION
Did you know:

· Over 1 billion people in developing countries need eyeglasses but can’t afford them?

· Over 4 million pairs of eyeglasses are thrown away each year in North America?

· 25% of the global population needs eyeglasses?

· 50% of children in institutions for the blind in Africa would be able to read normal or large print if they had eyeglasses?

Recycling a pair of eyeglasses costs as little as US 8 cents; however, the expense for correcting poor vision is astronomical to those in developing countries.  In many countries, an eye exam costs as much as one month’s wages.  Even if one can afford these exorbitant costs, seeing a doctor is very difficult, for there is often only one doctor for hundreds of thousands of people.  Poor eyesight that is left untreated can cause blindness or force adults into unemployment; however, in many developing areas, there is little choice.

Each year, the Lion’s Club collects and distributes through 13 recycling centers worldwide more than 5 million pairs of eyeglasses in developing countries.  The GSSA is sponsoring the Lion’s club by collecting eyeglasses for distribution in developing nations.  If you would like to donate your old eyeglasses or sunglasses, please visit one of the collection boxes that have been placed throughout Germanna:
Fredericksburg – Located in the main lobby to the right of the main
                          entrance

Locust Grove – Located just off the main entrance across the hall from
                       admissions and Records

Culpeper – Located through the main door, across from the security 
                 desk

Please know that your support with this program might be the catalyst that saves someone’s eyesight!  We hope that you would please consider partnering with us in this worthwhile endeavor!!

Tips offered by Lions Club International for donating eyeglasses:

· Greatest demand is for unusually strong prescriptions. 

· Sunglasses are sought particularly for countries close to the equator, where UV protection is needed to protect eyes from damaging sun rays. 


· Prepare old eyeglasses for donation by making sure broken lenses are removed from frames.

