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Spanish: Ser and Estar

Ser (to be)
Jo soy nosotros  SOMOS
i eres vosotros  SOis
él/ella/ Ud.  es ellos/ ellas/ Uds.  son

e Ser is used to describe physical and personal characteristics that do not change as
well as nationality.

o Eles agradable.
o Ella es cubana.
o La casa es verde.

e Ser is also used to discuss the time and the date as well as when and where an event
takes place.

o Son las nueve.

o Hoyes el 7 de febrero.
o La fiesta es en la Plaza Mayor.

e Ser de is used to show both possession and a person’s place of origin.

o La guitarra es de Enrique.
o Manolo Benitez es de Palma del Rio en Espafia.

Estar (to be)

Jyo estoy nosotros  €stamaos
ti  estas vosotros  estais
él/ ella/Ud.  esta ellos/ ellas/ Uds.  estan

e Estar is used to describe a condition or state that is a change from the norm as in
states of health.

El Sefor Gil esta triste.
Ella esta mala. (She zs ill.)
Ella es mala.  (She is bad/ mean.)

e Estar is also used to state the location of someone or something.

Coérdoba esta en Espafa.
Los libros estan en la biblioteca.
Mi madre esta aqui.
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Translate the following sentences into Spanish using ser or estar.

1. The notebook is Fernando’s.

2. The juice is on the table.

3. 'The university is not small.

4. You and I are tired.

5. They are not lazy.

6. My sister is married.

7. The exam is at six in the evening.

8. We are in the library.

9. She and I are friends.

10. My family and I are sick.

Answers
1. El cuaderno es de Fernando.
2. Eljugo esta en la mesa.
3. La universidad no es pequena.
4. Tayyo estamos cansados.
5. Ellos no son perezosos.
6. Mi hermana esta casada.
7. El examen es a las seis de la tarde.
8. Nosotros estamos en la biblioteca.
9. Ellayyo somos amigos.

10. Mi familia y yo estamos enfermos.
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